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1 . S This communication is responsive to Amendment dated 26 Jan. 2004 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-21 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 1 1 January 2001 and 26 January 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Preliminary Comments 

1 . Applicants' Amendments dated 26 January 2004 have placed the Application in a 
condition for allowance as written. Moreover, the amendments to the Drawings submitted 
therewith have been accepted, and provide clearer illustrations of the invention, without the 
introduction of new matter. In this connection, the objections to the Drawings set forth in the 
previous Office Action are withdrawn. Applicants' amendment to the Specification merely 
corrects a typographical error, and does not introduce new matter. Accordingly, the following 
represents a reasoned statement for allowability. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-21 are allowable, since the prior art references, either considered alone or in 
combination, do not disclose or render obvious the limitations set forth therein. 

3. Referring to Claim 1 , the prior art references, either considered alone or in combination, 
do not disclose or render obvious the limitations whereby an inspection system for samples 
comprises a polar coordinate stage having a chuck and rack wherein the chuck can be rotated 
about a center of rotation, an optical imaging system having a field of view, a processor which 
uses first information to determine the offset from the center of the field of view to the center of 
the rotation of the polar coordinate stage wherein the first information is used to determine a 
location of a site on a sample, in combination with the remaining limitations in the claim. 
Claims 2-5 are allowable based on their dependency upon the claim from which each is 
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dependent. Referring to Claim 7, the prior art references, either considered alone or in 
combination, do not disclose or render obvious the limitations whereby, in an inspection system 
for samples comprising a polar coordinate stage having a chuck, a method for determining an 
offset between a center of rotation of a polar coordinate stage and the center of the field of view 
of an imaging system comprises moving the chuck to a first distance such that the first site is in 
the field of view, rotating the chuck 180 degrees and moving the chuck twice the first distance 
such that the chuck is in a second position, and adjusting the chuck such that the chuck is in a 
third position which where the first site is positioned in the field of view, in combination with the 
remaining limitations in the claim. Claims 8-11 are allowable based on their dependency upon 
the claim from which each is dependent. Referring to Claim 12, the prior art references, either 
considered alone or in combination, do not disclose or render obvious the limitations whereby, in 
an inspection system for samples having an imaging system with a field of view and a stage with 
a chuck, a method for determining an offset between a center of rotation of the stage and the 
center of the field of view comprises moving the chuck to a first distance such that the first site is 
in the field of view, positioning the chuck in a second position such that the first site is 
positioned in the field of view, determining the difference between the first position and the 
second position, and using the difference between the first position and the second position to 
calculate the offset between the center of rotation of the stage and the field of view, in 
combination with the remaining limitations in the claim. Claims 13-18 are allowable based on 
their dependency upon the claim from which each is dependent. Referring to Claim 19, the prior 
art references, either considered alone or in combination, do not disclose or render obvious the 
limitations whereby an inspection system for samples comprises a stage having a chuck coupled 
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to a track wherein the chuck can be rotated about a center of rotation, an optical imaging system 
having a field of view, a processor which controls the position of the chuck relative to the track 
and uses first information corresponding to an offset between the center of the field of view to 
the center of the rotation to determine a location of a site on a wafer, in combination with the 
remaining limitations in the claim. Referring to Claim 20, the prior art references, either 
considered alone or in combination, do not disclose or render obvious the limitations whereby, in 
an inspection system having a stage with a center of rotation and an imaging system with a field 
of view, a method for determining a location of a site on a wafer, the method comprising 
establishing a stage home position, using a processor to control the position of the stage, and 
using the offset between the center of the field of view and the center of the rotation to determine 
a location of a site relative to the stage home position, in combination with the remaining 
limitations in the claim. Referring to Claim 21, the prior art references, either considered alone 
or in combination, do not disclose or render obvious the limitations whereby, in an inspection 
system having a processor and a stage including a chuck, a method for determining the offset 
between the center of the field of view and the center of the rotation comprising moving a chuck 
to a first position such that the sample is in the field of view, moving the chuck to a second 
position where the first site is in the field of view, using the difference between the second 
position and a third position 180 degrees from the first position and moved twice the first 
distance to determine the offset. 
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Comments 

4. Applicants' amendments of Claims 1,7, 12 and 19-21 to clarify the relationship of the 
center of the field of view to the remaining limitations of each claim has obviated any rejections 
under §112 second paragraph. Moreover, the Remarks in the Amendment dated 26 January 2004 
served to provide the basis for amendments. In particular, it is now clear that the offset in the 
instant invention is determined relative to a point, which point is the center of the field of view 
(see Amendment, pg. 14, first paragraph). Accordingly, the rejections of Claims 1,7, 12 and 19- 
21, under §112 second paragraph, as well as the rejections inherited by the dependent claims, are 
withdrawn. 

5. The previous Office Action quoted a passage from a reference found in Applicants' IDS, 
citing the column and line numbers, but which omitted the patent number. Applicants correctly 
identified said passage as that found in Buchanan, et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,320,609 (20 Nov. 2001), 
at column 8, lines 17-19. The Examiner appreciates Applicants efforts in this regard. Moreover, 
the Examiner has reviewed the portion of the Buchanan reference cited by Applicants in the 
Remarks to the Amendment dated 26 January 2004, and finds that the reference does not form 
the basis of any rejections of the instant claims as written. 
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CONCLUSION 

6. Applicants' Claims 1-21 are allowed based on the reasons set forth above. 

7. Any inquiries concerning this communication from the Examiner should be directed to 
Vincent P. Barth, whose telephone number is 571-272-2410, and who may be ordinarily reached 
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. The official fax number for 
communications to the group is 703-872-9306. 

8. If attempts to reach the Examiner prove unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor is Frank 
G. Font, who may be reached at 571-272-2415. 

9. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1782. 




